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Aagt. L—ON THE USE OF THE PHYTOLACCA DECANDRA IN 
SYPHILIS. 


BY RICHARD CLARKE, M. D., OF UNION TOWN, SOUTH ALABAMA. 


Union Town, South Alabama, 3d Feb. 1839. 


Dear Sir,—I take the liberty to communicate to you some remarks on the 
employment of the Phytolacca Decandra in the treatment of syphilis. See- 
ing that the alterative properties of this article of the Materia Medica are 
very lightly spoken of by writers, I was not inclined to repose much confi- 
dence in the statements of others respecting its virtues as a remedy in the 
disease above alluded to. Wood and Bache, in their U. 8. Dispensatory, 
observe, “that in small doses it—the Phytolacca—acts as an alterative, 
and has been highly recommended in chronic rheumatism.” The Eclectic 
Dispensatory seems to regard it pretty much in the same light. Togno and 
Durand tnd city, in their edition of Edwards and Vavasseur’s Manual of 
Materia Medica, say, “in the form of decoction, tincture or extract, it has 
obtained some reputation in the treatment of rheumatic affections, and espe- 
cially in syphilitic rheumatism, or in cases of scrofula.” From the manner 
in which this article is mentioned, I do not think it sufficiently recommended 
to warrant physicians in the use of it. But from statements recently made 
tome by gentlemen of respectability and standing in society, who have had 
ample opportunity to test its remedial virtues ia their own persons, | was 
induced to pay some attention to it, and to watch its effects more narrowly 
in those cases that came under my observation, and I have no hesitation in 
saying, that it is the most safe and speedily efficacious remedy I have ever 
met with in the treatment of syphilis. In many cases that have resisted the 
usual methods, whether on the mercurial or non-mercurial plan, the Phyto- 
lacca has succeeded in eradicating all traces of the disease, without any 
perceivable bad consequences. So far as my observation and experience 
extend, | am not aware of a single case, in numbers that have been treated 
with this remedy, in which secondary symptoms have supervened ; indeed, 
Iam firmly persuaded, that when the remedy is resorted to in the incipiency 
of the disease, no secondary symptoms will occur. If this fact can be estab- 
lished, of which I have no doubt, the use of the Phytolacca is certainly 
greatly preferable to that of mercury, so much in vogue, and to which may 
be referred the very symptoms of which we are so apprehensive, and from 
which such serious consequences result. 

The mode of preparing it, adopted by those who have experienced benefit 
from its employment, is this: Take of the root about one peck; to which 
add one gallon of water, and boil down to one half. The decoction is then 
put aside till it cools, and of this a wine-glassful is taken. It might be sup- 

d, that the quantity taken would induce emesis; but in no instance have 
learned that this was the case. The patients state, that it “ affects them 
all over, producing a tingling sensation in the hands and feet, which soon 
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wears off, leaving the system in rather a languid condition, more agreeable 
than otherwise.” My own experience in the use of this remedy is neces- 
sarily limited, from my location in an inland town: as far, however, as i: 
has gone, I think it merits consideration. From your position as attending 
physician in an establishment, so well adapted for the reception of the 
afflicted, as the Philadelphia Hospital gps gk you have it in your power 
to give the Phytolacca a fair and ample trial. I sincerely hope that these 
imperfect remarks may induce you to investigate its claims, and that you will 
communicate the results at your leisure. In the interim, I will procure a 
history of the cases that have occurred in my neighbourhood, in which this 
remedy has been used, and transmit it at the earliest opportunity for your 
inspection. Very respectfully, your obed’t serv’t. 
RICH’D. CLARKE, M. D. 
To Proressor Duncuison. 


Art. IIL—CASES OF ERYSIPELAS, WITH CLINICAL REMARKS. 
BY DR. ANTHONY TODD THOMSON.' 
(Delivered at the University College Hospital, January, 1839.) 


Exciting causes of erysipelas.— Cases of erysipelas from external injury, 
from contagion, and from mental distress.— Opinions of the lecturer 
respecting the real nature of the disease.—Complications which occur 
in erysipelas.— The treatment of the disease by bleeding ; by calomel, 
and tartar emetic ; by cinchona and diaphoretics.— Local applications of 
nitrate of silver. 


The numerous cases of erysipelas, which have lately been brought into 
this hospital, induce me to lay before you my opinions on the nature and 
treatment of some of them. It is a curious fact, that three of those cases 
still in the hospital, are distinct instances of three of the exciting causes of 
erysipelas, namely, external injury, contagion, and mental uneasiness; the 
others could not be traced to any particular exciting cause, and probably de- 
pended on gastric irritation supervening an hysterical condition of the habit, 
as they all occurred in females. It is to the first three mentioned cases that 
I am chiefly desirous of directing your attention. 

The first of these cases is that of Harriet Lewis, a woman twenty-eight 
ears of age, who was admitted into No. 5 Ward, on the 25th of November 
ast. The erysipelas supervened the opening of an abscess on the outer side 

of the left foot, which, although painful, did not prevent her from walking. 
About a week after this abscess was opened, she walked a cunsiderable 
distance and got wet, and the catamenia, which were present at the time, 
stopped. Three days afterwards, symptoms cf fever appeared, attended 
with severe headach, and tenderness of the whole surface of the body ; and, 
on the following day, erysipelas attacked the affected foot, whence it gradu- 
ally extended to the middle of the thigh, producing edematous swelling of 
the knee, np ta to her admission into the hospital. On the day of ad- 
mission, the redness and swelling had extended to within an inch of the 
perineum ; the limb was much swelled; the redness intense, and the heat 
great. The countenance was anxious; the pulse hard, quick, and incom- 
pressible ; the tongue white, with a dark-brown streak in the back part, and 
the margin red ; the bowels were relaxed, and the urine was scanty. The 
limb was ordered to be freely scarified and fomented with hot water. The 
scarifications bled freely, but little improvement followed. She took six 
— of mercury with chalk every third hour, and the sound part of the 
imb, an inch above the inflamed portion, was pencilled with nitrate of silver, 
to prevent the extension, upwards, of the erysipelas. This object, however, 
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failed ; consequently on the following day, I ordered the whole of the affected 
surface to be painted with a solution consisting of half a drachm of the 
nitrate in one ounce of distilled water. On the 28th she was bled to the 
extent of sixteen ounces, and took four grains of the compound powder of 
ipecacuanha, with a common saline mixture, every third hour. ‘The blood 
was much buffed. On the 30th the ipecacuanha was discontinued, and, 
instead of it, I prescribed a pill containing one grain of calomel and half a 
grain of tartar emetic, to be taken once in six hours; and a mixture contain- 
ing carbonate of potash and nitrate of potassa, between each dose of the 
pills. On the Ist of December, as she was inuch. purged, the pills were 
omitted; and as her strength was much reduced, she was directed to take 
an ounce and a half of the infusion of cusparia, and half a drachm of the 
compound tincture of camphor, every fourth hour; and a saturnine Jotion 
was applied to the limb. On the 3rd, the swelling and inflammation were 
reduced; the pulse was soft, regular, and 84, and the tongue moist; but the 
bowels being torpid, she took a dose of castor oil, and after its operation, 
commenced the use of two grains of the disulphate of quina, in an ounce 
and a half of the infusion of bark, with seven minims of dilute hydrochloric 
acid, every fourth hour. She was allowed six ounces of wine daily. On 
the 6th, as the head was much affected, a blister was applied to the nape of 
the neck, which relieved the head. On the 10th, although she was improv- 
ing, yet, being restless at night, she took at bed-time half a grain of hydro- 
chlorate of taorphia, in an ounce and a half of camphor mixture; whilst the 
wine and the application of the solution of the nitrate of silver, to the extend- 
ing inflamed surfaces, were continued. The inflammation had spread to the 
loins, covered both nates, and was travelling downwards in the opposite leg. 
On the 16th, pus having formed in the subcutaneous tissue of the leg first 
affected, the skin yielded, and gave vent to a copious discharge of pus, whilst 
a sloughing sore appeared on the left nates, on which she lay. The general 
health, however, seemed much improved by the free exit of the pus ; but as 
diarrhea had again supervened, she was ordered to discontinue the use of 
the disulphate of quina, and to substitute for it a mixture consisting of ten 
grains of biborate of soda, one drachm of tincture of catechu, and an ounce 
and a half of infusion of cinchona, every third hour; and to take, at bed- 
time, 2 pill containing a grain of calomel, and the same 50 of opium. 
The wine was continued. Although from this time she gradually increased 
in strength, yet abscesses and sloughing sores appeared in various parts of 
the body. The erysipelas also showed itself, but for a day only, in the right 
breast, whilst it continued to extend, in a miid form, to the right foot. Little 
variation has since taken place, to the present time. The sloughing ulcers 
on the nates look cleaner, and those on the legs are cicatrising, but the 
strength is greatly reduced, the nights are restless, and there is much hazard 
of the system being worn down by irritative fever, and of the case termi- 
nating fatally. 

The second case, which was apparently the result of contagion, is that of 
Isabella Sedgwick, a girl sixteen years of age, in No.5 Ward, also, who had 
been in the hospital since the 18th of September, with severe and long- 
standing porrigo favosa of the greater pait of the scalp. She was getting 
well when Lewis was admitted. She was attacked with erysipelas on the 
19th of December. The disease made its appearance in the right side of 
the face, extending to the right ear; both parts were greatly swelled, and 
covered with large vesications. The tongue was furred, dry, and harsh; the 
pulse hard; the skin hot; and the bowels were rather torpid. The affected 
parts were ordered to be painted with a solution of nitrate of silver, contain- 
ing ten grains to the ounce of distilled water, and she was ordered to take a 
pill containing one grain of calomel, and three grains of true James’s pow- 
der, every eighth hour; and, in the intervals, the following mixture: four 
scruples of carbonate of potash, six ounces of infusion of cinchona, and one 
drach of tincture of hyoscyamus; the fourth part to be taken every four 
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hours in a state of effervescence, with a table-spoonful of solution of citric 
acid. On the 21st the eruption spread over the head; and the parts which 
had been affected with porrigo became greatly swelled and puffy. Several 
long incisions were inal over the right ear; they bled freely, and afforded 
her much relief. On the 24th the mouth became affected by the mercurial, 
and the erysipelatous swellings rapidly subsided. On the 7th of this month 
every trace of the disease had disappeared. 

The last case is mentioned merely to notice the exciting cause of the 
erysipelas, which, in this instance, also, attacked the head. The girl, whose 
name is Elizabeth Wells, was admitted with hysteria, and was rapidly pro- 

essing to health, when she received an unkind letter from her father. The 
injurious influence of the depression of mind, occasioned by this letter, was 
most striking, and next moruing the head was attacked with erysipelas. She 
was treated nearly in the same manner as Sedgwick, and is now nearly 
well. These, and several other cases of erysipelas, upon the details of 
which it is unnecessary to enter, are instructive in displaying the occasional 
causes of the disease, and also its influence, not only ee the tissues 
affected with the eruption, but upon the general system. mention this, 
atone to put you in possession of my opinion, that erysipelas is not to 

regarded as a simple inflammatory affection; but that, like the exanthe- 
mata, the state of the skin is symptomatic of the fever. It has been said, 
that the degree of fever is always in the ratio of the cutaneous affection ; but 
this remark requires more minute observation than has hitherto been given 
to the subject, for its confirmation. The local symptoms are often acute 
when the powers of the system are feeble: and the fever assuming the 
typhoid type, is no proof that the latter depends upon the ‘ormer: for we find 
erysipelas of an acute form occurring in the most enfeebled and worn-out 
habits. The erratic character of the disease was well displayed in Lewis's 
case, in whom it spread from the left foot upwards to the loins, then crossed 
to the opposite side, and extended downwards to the right foot ; at the same 
time a detached spot appeared upon the mamma. The disease, in this case, 
was evidently that species which has been termed phlegmonous, which com- 
monly oe suppuration of the subcutaneous tissues. 1 am of opinion, 
that all the species of erysipelas mentioned by nosologists differ only in 
degree, and depend solely upon the condition of the habit of the patient at 
the time of the attack. In Sedgwick’s case, the left ear became affected by 
the eruption spreading from the face: both helix and antihelix were swelled 
to a great degree, and covered with vesicles ; the diameter of the meatus was 
consequently diminished, and a thin, dirty-looking fiuid was discharged from 
it, most probably the result of the excitement of the secreting glands. As is 
usual, this condition of the left gradually extended to the right ear. I have 
never seen permanent deafness result from this affection of the meatus. One 
of the earlier cases, to which I have not adverted, namely, that of Eliza 
Wilson, which was admitted on the 2d of October last, and died on the 4th 
of the same month, was accompanied by that affection of the throat which 
is sometimes, although rarely, present in erysipelas. The examination of 
the body displayed the cellular tissue of the neck infiltrated with serum and 
pus, and the tongue denuded of the epithelium near the root. On each side 
of the larynx, near the false vocal chords, there was an abscess, whilst the 
whole of the mucous membrane of the larynx and epiglottis was swelled 
and highly vascular ; the rima glottidis was quite pervious. 

In reference to the condition of the digestive organs—you must bear in 
remembrance that the appearance of the tongue is not always indicative of 
the condition of the alimentary canal. In Lewis’s case, it is true, the tongue 
was brown when the diarrhea commenced, but as soon as the sensorium 
was relieved, it became clean, although the diarrhea continued. In Sedg- 
wick, the attack commenced with pain and throbbing of the head, with con- 
siderable cerebral disturbance ; the tongue was brown in the centre, parched, 
and harsh ; but as soon as the stupor, delirium, and other symptoms indicat- 
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ing the brain to be affected, abated, it improved and became clean, imme- 
diately after the habit was brought under the mercurial influence. 

This connection of the condition of the tongue with that of the brain, is 
not, however, peculiar to erysipelas; it occurs in almost every case of con- 
tinued fever, attended with typhoid symptoms. In Eliza Wilson, the tongue, 
as I have already remarked, was much swollen, and the bowels were costive, 
whilst the delirium, that of the low muttering kind, was considerable. 

The respiratory organs and the heart are also occasionally affected in 
erysipelas. In one case, that of Susan Knight, who was admitted on the 
27th of September last, and rapidly recovered, there was pain at the region 
of the heart, and a bellows-sound. The after-death examination of Eliza 
Wilson, also displayed that the heart had suffered severely. The endocard 
of the left ventricle was opaque to some extent below the aorta, and was 
covered with a false membrane, which readily peeled off, leaving the serous 
covering on the muscular tissue. A similar membrane covered the aortic 
valves. In Lewis’s case, the pulse was at first firm and incompressible, but 
as the disease advanced it became irregular and intermittent. I believe that 
experience has completely established the fact, that erysipelas is contagious, 
but whether the assertion of Willan, that the lymph in the vesications, when 
introduced by inoculation, into the system of a person otherwise healthy, 
will produce the disease, I have had no opportunity of ascertaining. 

With regard to the diagnosis of erysipelas, among other diseases with 
which erysipelas may be confounded, is eczema mercuriale ; but in this dis- 
ease the surface of the body is more generally affected than in erysipelas, 
and the vesicles, which are very minute, do not appear until after desquama- 
tion. The eruption in erythema is a simple redness, an efflorescence devoid 
of swelling and vesication, and is seldom attended with fever. From roseola 
erysipelas can with difficulty be distinguished in its early stage. In roseola, 
however, the eruption first displays itself, at the same time, at all the extreme 
points of the body, namely, the fingers, toes, the tip of the nose, the nipples, 
and passes on to the trunk of the body. There is no difficulty in distin- 
guishing erysipelas, after it is fully formed, from all other eruptions, by the 
uniform swelling, the burning pain, the erratic tendency of the eruption, the 
vesications; and, in the phlegmonous variety of the disease, by the suppura- 
tion and sloughing of the cellular tissue. In reflecting upon the treatment 
pursued in the cases which you have seen in this hospital, you will perceive 
that it has been less antiphlogistic than is usual, even setting age, tempera- 
ment, and constitution altogether aside. The type of the fever and its 
degree have been the chief guides in this respect, without much reference to 
the intensity of the erysipelatous inflammation of the surface. In simple 
erysipelas, little is required except rest, mild aperients, and a cooling diet; 
but in the phlegmonous variety of the disease, blood-letting has generally 
been thought to be indispensable; and if the face and head be the parts 
chiefly affected, the bleedings, we are told, should be copious and repeated ; 
and, at the same time, local abstractions of blood should be obtained by 
scarifications of the affected parts. It is true that this active depleting prac- 
tice is usually confined to the early stage of the disease ; but I am of opinion 
that there is no necessity for the repeated use of the lancet; and in no dis- 
ease does it become more imperative to husband the strength of the patient 
than in erysipelas. In one only of the cases before us, was venesection 
employed. Besides scarifying the affected limb freely, Lewis was bled, to 
the extent of sixteen ounces, on the third day of her admission. The blood 
was much buffed, and, on the following day, the pulse continued firm, in- 
compressible, and 120. She was not, however, bled again, as I am more 
disposed to trust to the influence of calomel and tartar emetic, than to the 
lancet, for reducing excitement in this disease. One grain of calomel and 
half a grain of tartar emetic, were ordered to be given every sixth hour ; and 
a mixture of ten grains of nitrate of potassa, ten grains of the carbonate of 
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ee and two ounces of camphor mixture, to be taken in the intervals; 
t, as the antimonial purged the patient, this plan could not be continued. 

With regard to the general employment of the lancet in erysipelas, noi- 
withstanding its success in the hands of some eminent practitioners, | am 
not disposed to recommend it to you, unless the habit of the patient display 
such a phlogistic diathesis as would authorise repeated venesection in any 
other inflammatory affection. In this hospital, numerous instances have 
presented themselves, to demonstrate the superior advantage of following a 
single bleeding with calomel and tartar emetic, to the repeated use of the 
lancet. Tartar emetic, administered alone, has not produced those beneficial 
effects in erysipelas, which follows its employment after bleeding io pulmo- 
nary affections; and, when it is administered in large doses, it has proved 
rather hurtful than beneficial ; whilst, in small doses, in combination with 
calomel, when the bowels are not in a very irritable condition, it aids greatly 
the action of the calomel in diminishing the inflammatory symptoms. These 
opposite effects of tartar emetic, in large and in small doses; and when ad- 
ministered alone, and combined with calomel, are readily understood, if the 
view of the action of tartar emetic which I have frequently presented to you 
in this place, be admitted—namely, that in large doses it is not absorbed, 
but acts upon the mucous membrare as a counter-irritant. If this opinion 
be correct, it is evident that, as the sympathy between the mucous membrane 
and the skin is considerable, erythematic inflammation set up in the former 
would not be likely to benefit an erysipelatous condition of the latter. In 
confirmation of this opinion, | may quote the observation of Broussais, that 
besides the pulmonary and cerebral congestion which erysipelas of the head 
and face in particular induces, it also ‘causes very intense gas/ro-enterite.” 
How far a repetition of the venesection would have checked the progress of 
the disease in Lewis’s case, I shall not pretend to say, but I was restrained 
from resorting to it, owing to the great debility which was present. On the 
fourth day afterwards, also, the inflammation was much reduced, and no 
vesications remained, although the eruption continued to extend, as [ have 
already stated. Another reason for not repeating the venesection, was the 
extremely irritable state of the surface which supervened, accompanied by 
much tremulousness of the tongue, when it was protruded. In the treatment 
of erysipelas of the head, many practitioners employ the cinchona bark after 
the use of purgatives and diapboretics. Others, again, prescribe the bark 
only when the gangrenous form of the disease is present. Having early 
adopted the use of the cinchona bark, whether gangrenous symptoms were 
or were not present, if the head was affected with erysipelas @dematodes, 
without probably reflecting upon the reasons for its employment, | have 
peer | it ever since, and I have had much cause to be satisfied with its 
effects. I have, however, for some years past, conjoined the bark with mer- 
curials ; and in almost every case, as soon as the mouth has become sensibly 
affected, the symptoms have rapidly yielded. I was induced to adopt this 
practice from having seen the powerful influence of mercurials in arresting 
the symptoms of typhus; and also from having witnessed its influence in 
giving energy to the cinchona bark and its salts, in the treatment of inter- 
mittents. In Sedgwick’s case, the influence of the mercurial action was 
strikingly demonstrated ; as soon as the mouth became tender, the improve- 
ment ‘vas almost immediate. 

Although we have no other means of judging of the constitutional in- 
fluence of the calomel than by the sensibility of the gums, yet it is by no 
means necessary to carry the mercurial action to the extent of salivaticn. 
The intervals between the doses should be lengthened; or the dose itself 
diminished. When this caution is neglected, the stomach and bowels be- 
come deranged, and the improvement, instead of advancing, is arrested, if 
bad symptoms do not supervene. 

With respect to topical applications, you wil! find none so serviceable as 
the solution of the nitrate of silver, in the proportions already stated, when it 
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New Vaccine Virus. 


is painted over the inflamed surface. It rapidly allays the superficial in- 
flammation, whilst its influence, extending generally to the capillaries, 
restores their normal action; and, if any thing can prevent suppuration of 
the sub-cutaneous cellular tissue, the nitrate thus used is most likely to effect 
so desirable an object. 


Arr. IIL—NEW VACCINE VIRUS. 
[The Vaccine Virus referred to in the following letter, with which we 
have been politely favoured by Dr. Purnam, has been used by Dr. Bridges, 
of this city, and has produced very characteristic and satisfactory vesicles. 


—Ep.] 
Boston, January 22, 1839. 


Dear Sir,—It is stated in the last number of your “ Intelligencer,” that 
your supply of the Bristol vaccine matter had nearly failed. Mr. Estlin sent 
some of the same to Dr. James Jackson, and I vaccinated several children 
with it. It succeeded, however, in one case only, and in that there was but 
one vesicle; but I thought it better to take matter from it, and vaccinate the 
child at a future time. 

This child, zt. four months, was vaccinated Dec. 14th, 1838. On the fourth 
day, there formed a distinct, circular vesicle, half a line in diameter, very 
firm and clear. 7th day, vesicle a line and a half in diameter,—ateola just 
commencing. Sth day, areola distinct. 10th, areola eight lines in diame- 
ter; considerable tumefaction. 12th, areola fading; vesicle three lines in 
diameter—straw colour. 13th, vesicle turning brown; areola nearly gone. 
Constitutional symptoms well marked. 

I took matter from this child on the 7th day, and great numbers have been 
vaccinated with it. That which I send you is from one of that set; i. e. it 
is the third remove from the Bristol. 

I might give you details of the progress of many cases that were closely 
watched by myself and others, but it is perhaps sufficient to say, that the 
disease has perfectly completed its regular stages. The constitutional symp- 
toms have been well marked. In some cases, during the second or third 
week, there has been an eruption, sometimes papular, sometimes slightly 
vesicular; the areola well formed. The scabs have fallen off from the 
20th to the 25th day. 

I have been informed that, in some cases, where the new has been inserted 
in the same arm, at the same time with the old, the vesicles could not be 
distinguished. 

The new matter has been already sufficiently tried to make it certain that 
it will produce the genuine vaccine disease ; but whether it will prove to be 
a better protection, tine, as you observed, alone can show. 

Respectfully yours, 
CHAS. G. PUTNAM. 


Dr. Dunauison. 


Art. IV.—NITRATE OF SILVER IN PURULENT OPHTHALMIA:' 
BY HENRY OBRE, M. R.C.S.L, &c. 
(North London School of Medicine, January 11, 1839.) 


Mary H., et. one month, two days after birth was observed to havea 
discharge from both eyes, for which a lotion had been constantly applied, by 
order of a medical man, but with no benefit; the discharge is now (Dec. 22) 
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_ of a thick purulent character, and very profuse ; the lids are much swollen; 
the child has not opened the eyes for the last fortnight; they were ordered to 
be syringed with warm water every hour or balf-hour; the black ointment, 
made with nitrate of silver, gr. xij.; lead lotion, git. x.; and lard, 3j.; to 
be applied to both eyes; and castor oil, 3ss.; to be taken directly. 23d, 
The discharge very much lessened, the cornea cannot be seen distinctly, 
but appears clear; the syringing and ointment to be repeated. 24th. Dis- 
charge decreasing. Cont. remed. 25th. Discharge has not appeared since 
yesterday ; the eyes are quite open, and the cornea quite clear from nebula 
or ulceration. Nitrate of silver lotion in the proportion of ten grains to the 
ounce of water, to be dropped into the eyes. 26th. Discharged quite cured. 

John W., aged 22, has had gonorrhea for the last three months, for which 
he has received medical treatment; on the’16th of October he was attacked 
by inflammation of the left eye; he is not aware of having applied the dis- 
A from the urethra to the eye; on the 20th I first saw him, the con- 
much-inflamed and chemosed, of a red colour, discharging a 

arge quantity of purulent matter; the cheek much excoriated from the dis- 

charge ; the eye was well washed with warm water, and the black ointment 
applied. An emetic of mag. sulph., 3ss.; ant. lartratis, gr. ij.; to be taken 
at bed-time. 2ist. Eye much improved, discharge less, can bear a little 
light; —— treatment was continued daily, until the 26th, when he was 
quite well. 

My desire to bring the above cases forward is not with the object of re- 
commending a new remedy, for I may almost say the certain cure of a 
disease which, if allowed to run its course even for a few hours in some 
cases, will terminate in the total destruction of the eye; but with a wish to 
make a treatment which was brought forward many years ago by Mr. 
Guthrie more generally known. Surgeons have objected to the use of the 
black ointment in purulent or gonorrheal ophthalmia for two reasons: one, 
because it produces pain when applied to the inflamed conjunctive; the 
other, that they see no use in using a violent remedy when the disease may 
be checked by milder ones, and at the same time stating that they can wait 
a few days, and should the alum lotion and other such mild applications 
fail, they may have recourse to the severe. Now, these are two most absurd 
objections for trifling with the future happiness of any individual. In the 
first place, is it not better to put a stop to disease at once, with a little pain, 
than allow it to linger on and terminate no one knows how? They might 
as well say that pain should not be produced by the knife in a case of 
strangulated hernia in which the pain has ceased from mortification. As 
for the second objection, they will not use ointment until the disease has 
existed some time. Now, every one knows, who has seen much ophthalmic 
practice, that purulent matter when allowed to remain in contact with the 
cornea, even a few hours, will produce the most severe disasters, sloughing, 
not only of the cornea, but the whole structure of the organ; it is not sup- 
posed that any remedy will cure the disease at this crisis, but the remedy 
should be applied in time to prevent those dreadful terminations. I re- 
member some time since a surgeon in the country, after using lotions and 
blowing calomel into an eye affected with this disease for days ineffectually, 
stated that he was afraid to use Mr. Guthrie’s ointment, because it produced 
such pain. If purulent ophthalmia be properly taken care of from the very 
commencement, and the eyes syringed with mild stimulants every quarter 
of an hour, I have no doubt but that the disease will be subdued ; but how 
seldom do we find that the class of persons whose children are afllicted, 
will take due care? If they make an attempt, how few mothers, particularly 
of the lower orders, will open the child’s palpebra and remove every particle 
of the poison? I have repeatedly stood by, and desired them to cleanse the 
infant’s eye, when they have applied the remedy externally instead of inter- 
nally. Of course the nitrate of silver ointment, like all other remedies, 
must occasionally fail, but [ may safely say that nineteen of every twenty 
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will recover without nebula or any obstruction to vision. Before the oint- 
ment is applied, the conjunctive should be well cleansed with warm water, 
when about the size (not as Mr. Houston in his edition of Mr. Little’s work, 

age 51, states, the size of a pin’s head) of a split pea of the unguent is to be 
applied with a camel’s hair brush, having been previously softened before 
the flame of a lamp, to the conjunctive, when friction is to be used ex- 
ternally to the lids, so as to diffuse it over the whole internal surface ; having 
been allowed to remain five or ten minutes, it is to be removed with warm 
water; should there be much inflammation and swelling of the lids a leech 
may be applied to the external angle of the eye. I have given the above 
directions, fearing that a great number of the cases in which the application 
has failed is in consequence of its improper application. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 


Professor Mitchell’s Address.' 


The subject of professional etiquette, or rather of professional propriety, 
is so often agitated, that it would seem the medical faculty are constantly 
liable to moral obliquities. Such at least is the feeling entertained by the 
laity, who cannot well comprehend many of those laws which the most 
correct members of the profession consider it essential to observe in their 
intercourse with each other; and, after all, the golden rule of the Christian’s 
conduct is sufficient, with a correct thinking individual, to maintain him in 
the true path. 

Most of the questions that appertain to this subject, are discussed, and 
well discussed, in the address before us. They are as follows: 


“ Professional jars—general cause—scope of the term “ MEDICAL ETHICS” — 
introduction of unsuitable persons into the profession, a source of mis- 
chief—pre-requisites for commencing Medical studies—duties of private 
preceptors—duties of public teachers—their influence—attainment of a de- 
gree in Medicine—its importance to the individual and to society —examina- 
tion of candidates—Empiricism in various forms—nostrums—prescribing for 
names rather than for things—want of a diploma not evidence of empiri- 
cism—graduated quacks—their character—etiquette—consultations—inter- 
ference with the business of brother practitioners—how to settle professional 
differences—folly and disgrace of public controversies—source of dehatrens 
ment and trial, peculiar to medical men—devices to get business—there is 
a right course—incompetence of the people to judge of medical practice— 
want of candour on the part of physicians—importance of plain-dealing with 
the sick—expediency of religious visitation—compensation for professional 
services—uses of a printed fee-bill—importance of punctuality and fidelity 
in entering charges—unworthy schemes to make money by the profession— 
cruelty and avarice denounced—exemption of clergymen from charges—ex- 
= to the rule—general principle for the regulation of charges—Con- 
clusion. 


! Annual Address to the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Lexington ; in which 
the principles and practice of Medical Ethics are illustrated and urged as essential to 
the welfare of the Profession ; delivered in the Medical Hall, Jan. 1, 1839. By Thomas 
D. Mitchell, M. D., Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics in the Medical De- 
partment of Transylvania University ; President of the College of Physicians and Sur- 
geons, &c. &e. &c. Published by request of the College and Medical Class. 8vo. pp. 
32. Lexington, Ky., 1839. 
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Report of the State Lunatic Asylum at Worcester, Massachusetts.’ 


This is another of those admirable reports, for the professional informa- 
tion contained in which we are indebted to Dr. Woodward, the intelligent 
Medical superintendent. 

After explaining the tables given in the report, with the ratio of recove- 
ries, &c., Dr. Woodward makes the following appropriate remarks on a 
subject not less interesting than that of the management of those who are 
curable. One great advantage, indeed, of a State Lunatic asylum like that 
at Worcester—which we trust Pennsylvania will soon possess by the en- 
lightened action of her legislature—is to ameliorate the condition of those 
unfortunates whose recovery is nearly, if not wholly, hopeless. 


“Much,” says Dr. Woodward, “has been said on the tables of the per 
cent. of recovery and improvement, and the number and condition of the 
patients admitted ; but there is one benefit derived from the hospital which 
cannot be estimated in figures or presented in tables of per cent., which is 
equal to any other that can be contemplated or named. I refer to the im- 
provement in the condition and comfort of the great number of hopeless and 
incurable insane that have come into its wards, for the amelioration of whose 
state, and the preservation of the community from danger, the institution 
was principally designed. 

“In the abstract of our records at the commencement of this report, the 
term ‘ not improved,’ is often used. This relates to insanity alone, for in every 
other respect the condition of a large proportion of the inmates of the hos- 
pital is greatly improved. The furious and violent have become quiet and 
docile ; the filthy and degraded have become cleanly and respectful ; and the 
circumstances in which they are now situated, contrasted with the condition 
of suffering and wretchedness in which they formerly were, will be found to 
exhibit great improvement and decided benefit. 

“ While this paragraph is being written, with every room in this large es- 
tablishment occupied, amounting in number to more than two hundred and 
thirty patients, but one individual, either man or woman, in our wards, has 
upon his or her person, any restraint whatever ; five only are in strong rooms 
in consequence of violence ; the remainder of the strong rooms are occupied 
by imbeciles and idiots, because we have no other place for them to occupy. 

“ Of this number of insane persons, a very great proportion of whom were 
sent into the hospital “furiously mad and dangerous to go at large,” ‘wo 
hundred and twenty at least sit at the table at their meals, use knives, forks, 
and crockery like other boarders, and generally conduct themselves with 
decorum and propriety. At night, each has his bed, consisting of a good 
hair mattrass, a straw bed, pillow of hair or feathers, and covering of blan- 
kets, comforters and quilts, a bedstead, &c., as comfortable in all respects as 
lodgers in a private family generally are. It is rare that these privileges are 
abused ; no injury has ever been done with knives and forks, comparatively 
little crockery has been broken, and the beds have been preserved neat and 
comfortable, with very few exceptions. 

** Many of these individuals engage in labour and unite in amusements, 
thus occupying their time profitably and pleasantly, so that few manifest any 
particular solicitude to leave or make any effort to ge 

* During the past year, we have relaxed the rigour of confinement, and, in 
a great number of cases, suffered our patients to yo into the garden or work- 
shops to labour, or into the fields and oe for exercise and recreation, 
indulging them in long walks, on a pledge of punctual return, without any 
attendance or supervision ; and we have seen the most decided benefit from 


! Sixth annual Report of the Trustees of the State Lunatic Asylum at Worcester 
Dec. 1838, 8vo. pp. 88. Boston, 1839, 
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these indulgences. At least eighty patients have thus gone unrestrained 
during the past season, spending day after day, and week after week, in this 
independent manner, and no one has escaped, or, apparently, wished to leave 
the hospital till regularly and honourably discharged. Not less than an 
equai number have laboured more or less, or taken long walks and rides, so 
slightly attended, as, in innumerable instances, to admit of easy escape, with 
equal safety and advantage: the attendants, in such cases, being considered 
by them as guides and directors, rather than as task-masters and watchmen. 
Another class of patients, whose violence or discontent precluded these in- 
dulgences, have laboured almost daily under the eye of a skilful and vigilant 
attendant, and have been made more healthy and happier by the exercise 
thus afforded them. Besides these indulgences without the walls of the 
hospital, the verandahs afford delightful opportunities of exercise and airing, 
amusements and labour, particularly to the females, which contributed 
greatly to their comfort and happiness. These indulgences are extended 
alike to all who are capable of appreciating them.”—p. 60. 


From several cases detailed by Dr. Woodward, of the benefits that have 
resulted from these and other modes of management in daily operation, we 
extract the two following: 

“No. 1. Within a month after the opening of the institution, there was 
placed under our care a man who had committed homicide. On his trial 
for that offence, he had been proved insane, and, for want of a more suitable 
place, was confined in the common jai! of the county in which the offence 
was committed. Here he had been imprisoned seventeen years, sometimes 
heing permitted to have the company of the worst prisoners, with whom he 
often quarrelled, and by whom he was often sadly beaten and abused ; some- 
times he was a long time in solitude, and occasionally loaded with heavy 
irons: at all times he was in close confinement, and considered a dangerous 
man even when under the severest restraints. 

“When he first came into the hospital, he was violent, noisy, and often 
furious ; he was permitted to enjoy the privilege of walking in the hall un- 
restrained, on condition that he would not injure his associates; he soon 
became more calm and pleasant, and was occasionally taken out to labour; 
he conducted well, and was soon indulged with greater liberties ;—the Bible 
was given him, and he was fond of reading it ; he worked much abroad and 
with great pleasure, assisted the women in the kitchen to scrub the floors, 
and in their other labours. He has been thus indulged more than five years ; 
he has injured no one abroad, and has been respectful and civil. He now 
takes his meals at table quietly and orderly, attends chapel much of the 
time, and, although a very insane man, and at times violent in his language, 
is contented, peaceable and happy, and, when calm, has no desire to leave 
the hospital, but considers it his residence for life. 

“No. 2. In the spring after the opening of the institution, a female was 
admitted who had been insane seven years. She was so extremely violent 
for some time before she was brought to the hospital, that her friends had 
chained her closely to the floor, and she had remained in this position so 
long, that she had entirely lost the use of her limbs. When she came under 
our care, she was considered incurably insane and Jame for life. At first she 
was quite helpless as to getting about, but so furious at times, as to tear her 
clothes and do violence to all within her reach. By persevering efforts her 
limbs were after a while restored, and her health and mind improved. 

“She went home to her friends and remained a year, but finding that, 
though greatly benefited, she was not entirely cured, her friends, with her 
consent, it is believed, again brought her to the hospital. During her second 
residence with us she did better than before, but still exhibited a capricious- 
ness of temper and estrangement of feeling that showed remains of disease. 
She was again put upon the use of remedies which she continued six months, 
when she seemed to be entirely restored. She now returned to her friends, 
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and has since been well both in body and mind, and is now a pleasant, in- 
dustrious and healthy young woman. 

“‘No. 3 is a case of homicidal insanity, the subject of which has been in 
confinement thirty-four years. Before he came to the hospital, he had for 
more than a quarter of a century been confined in a filthy dungeon, without 
the comforts of life, with neither bed nor covering to keep him warm, and 
infested with vermin to such a degree, that he could hardly sleep if the 
means of comfortable repose had been afforded him. He declares that for 
seven winters, he did not feel the influence of fire, and that on one occasion, 
a stout and healthy cock lighted upon a tree by the window of his cell, and 
froze to death; this was the ‘cold Friday and Saturday’ which, in the re- 
collection of all who felt its influence, was proverbially the coldest season 
of the cold. During these three days, he declares he did not lie down or 
sleep, but kept continually walking to keep himself from freezing. He re- 
mained in this solitary and filthy cell, the object of the sport and abuse of 
every idle and mischievous person who took delight in the rage and violence 
which he could excite, till removed to the hospital. 

“When he entered this institution, he was furnished with a neat and 
cleanly room, a comfortable bed, and every thing necessary for his happi- 
ness. He had not been shaved for many years; he had not eaten at a table 
or in company, neither had he used a knife and fork during the whole period 
of this protracted confinement; he soon, however, relearned their use, and 
became, to a considerable extent, a civil, quiet man. 

* Although the delusions of insanity remain the same, be is now comfort- 
able and happy ; he walks abroad at this time unrestrained, takes great care 
of the poultry, walks about the town and village in company with others, 
keeps his room in perfect order, makes his bed in the neatest manner, attends 
oe every Sabbath, and enjoys life as well as the nature of his delusion 
will permit. 

“No. 4. In the summer of 1834, there came into the hospital a foreigner 
whose great violence had rendered him the terror of all =a came in his 
way ; his beard was long and dirty, his countenance exceedingly insane, and 
the rapidity and vigour of his muscular movements were such as to excite 
alarm in all who witnessed his gestures or listened to his vehement and ex- 
cited language. 

“The first business was to shave him. Accompanied by the steward, | 
visited his room to persuade him to submit to the operation without restraint. 
I proposed to him to be shaved; he replied, ‘not till you put me in irons,’ 
and appeared greatly enraged. He was soon quiet, and I said to him in a 
decided tone, ‘ You must be shaved ; take your seat on the bench, and let the 
man shave you peaceably, for it must be done.’ He seated himself quietly, 
and was shaved without trouble. After the operation was over, he asked 
me to give him a paper to show that the shaving was not voluntary, but b 
compulsion, as his countrymen would not receive him and treat him with 
respect if he had lost his beard, which his religion obliged him to hold 
sacred. I promised him the certificate and he was satisfied, but was after- 
wards unwilling to be shaved, although he never again resisted. He left the 
hospital after some months’ residence, in consequence of its crowded state, 
but returned two years afterwards the same savage, terrific man as before. 
He was violent for a time, but became more subdued, and after a while quite 
harmless and clever, except occasionally a few days of excitement. During 
the summer and autumn he has walked the grounds and enclosures of the 
pegner: unrestrained, on giving his pledge that he would not extend his 
walks beyond the limits prescribed to him. He has been faithful to his 
engagements, and, although no less insane than ever, and having a full con- 
viction that he ought to be immediately liberated, and that we have no right 
to detain him; yet he scrupulously regards his pledge, and will not violate 
it upon any consideration. He flies his kite, unites in sports with the neigh- 
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bouring boys who are fond of visiting him, is generally respectful, and 
attends public worship on the Sabbath much of the time.”—p. 62. 

The whole Report is highly encouraging to the philanthropist, and must 
tend to augment the efforts of the humane in every region, for the restoration 
or amelioration of the condition of this wretched portion of our population, 
the number of whom in this State—from the accounts recently furnished to 
the proper committee—is probably even larger than the astounding estimates 
given in the “ Appeal” published in a recent number of the Library. 


Hall’s Principles of Diagnosis.' 

Amidst the dearth of original works of a professional nature amongst us, 
it is pleasant to observe an old acquaintance presenting a new appearance. 
The work of Dr. Hall on Diagnosis has been long known to the profession, 
and the fact of its having attained a second edition shows that it is appre- 
ciated among us. It is, indeed, a useful work, and the notes of Dr. Swett, 
which are not numerous, add to its value. We cannot say, however, that we 
are pleased to observe the publication of works on diagnosis singly. They 
are apt, perhaps, with all their value, to foster the spirit, which seems but too 
prevalent, of attending more to the observation of the phenomena of disease 
than of reflecting on the ultimate end of all medical science,—the improve- 
ment of therapeutics, or the mode of curing it. 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 


Professor Elliotson and Animal Magnetism.—T he result of the delusion 
under which this gentleman laboured, and to which we may have again to 
refer in the pages of the “ Library,” has terminated as we almost presumed it 
would. The Okeys, on whom the effects of Mesmerism were exhibited by 
Dr. Elliotson, having been retained in the University Hospital longer than was 
considered proper, were directed to be discharged, on which Dr. Elliotson 
resigned his office at the hospital, and his chair at the university. We 
extract the following account of the transaction from a recent number of the 
Lancet.” 


“On the morning of Friday, Dec. 28, Dr. Elliotson sent in his resignation 
as lecturer on medicine at University College, and as senior physician to 
the North Loudon Hospital. On the evening of the same day he entertained 
a numerous body of the students of those institutions at a dinner party in 
Conduit street, when he addressed them very energetically on the step 
which he had taken. The cause of the resignation may be thus briefly 
stated :— 

“ Early in June last the medical committee of the hospital held a menting 
to take into consideration some ‘published statements’ respecting anima 
magnetism, which had appeared in The Lancet. Dr. Elliotson did not 
attend this meeting, at which resolutions were carried, requesting the doctor 
to refrain from further ‘public exhibitions’ of mesmerism, at the same time 
stating that they did not wish to interfere with its employment as a remedial 


' The Principles of Diagnosis. By Marshall Hall, M. D., F.R.S., L. and E. &c. 
Second American edition, with notes by John A. Swett, M. D. 8vo. pp. 458. New 
York, 1839. 

* For Jan. 5, 1839, p. 561. 
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agent when he chose to employ it. In answer to these resolutions the 
doctor said that ‘no consideration’ should prevent his pursuing the investiga- 
tion of animal magnetism ; that he had never made a public exhibition of it, 
but had only employed it remedially ; and, as it was a subject in which many 
new facts were likely to be developed, bad simply given clinical lectures and 
demonstrations upon it to the pupils, when a great number of scientific and 
eminent men had attended, but only on special invitation, after their urgent 
requests to be present. However, he would refrain from further exhibitions 
of them in the theatre, though he should forward to the committee the 
names of such gentlemen as might in future apply for permission to witness 
the experiments, leaving it to the committee to sanction the admission to 
the exhibition in the theatre of such persons as they chose to approve of. 
In a short time a list of applicants was sent to the committee, who did not 
read it, but merely replied, that they could not sanction any exhibition that 
was so entirely foreign to the objects of the hospital. In answer to this, Dr. 
Elliotson stated his full conviction of the reality of mesmerism, and his 
belief that the _ which his experiments would throw over the operations 
of Nature would equal, if not exceed, that elicited by all other discoveries, 
and that mesmerism was of great physiological and therapeutical impoit- 
ance. Here the correspondence dropped, but mesmerism was practised in 
the hospital with undiminished frequency. No public exhibition in the 
theatre took place, it is true, but numerous small parties were entertained in 
corners of the wards with the effects of mesmerised water, gold, and other 
substances on the notorious Okeys, and the clinical clerks were employed 
in the wards for an hour or two daily in manipulations upon epileptic and 
other patients. 

” The public are aware of the thorough, complete, and unequivocal ex- 
posure of the humbug of mesmerism, which was made in Bedford square, in 
August last. Dr. Elliotson left England at the end of that month, and was 
absent four or five weeks, but the patients were mesmerised as usual, in 
compliance with his directions, during that time the girls Okey being ona 
visit to Dover. In October the house committee of the hospital held a 
meeting to consider the case of Elizabeth Okey, who had now, excepting 
for about a month, been in the hospital ever since April, 1837. The com- 
mittee were now informed that Elizabeth Okey had been readmitted for 
ischuria, a fresh complaint, totally unconnected with her former malady. 

“ At a subsequent meeting of the house committee, held early in Decem- 
ber, Dr. Elliotson attended, and gave it as his opinion that it was still neces- 
sary to retain Okey in the hospital, as she was too ill to be discharged ; and, 
in answer to questions from the committee, he stated that Okey was now 
entirely free from attacks of delirium, excepting when brought on by mes- 
merism. In reply to a remonstrance from one of the members, that he was 
in the habit of ‘taking away this poor gir!’s senses occasionally,’ the doctor 
returned no answer. Dr. Elliotson also stated, on this occasion, that having 
heard the nurse of the ward say that Okey had occasionally passed opinions 
as to the issue of certain cases then under treatment, he had taken her into 
the men’s ward, in the twilight, where she had prophecied respecting the 
termination of some of the diseases, and these prophecies were written down 
and given, in a sealed paper, to the apothecary. He had not, however, 
taken her into the men’s ward without first enquiring of the nurse if that 
step might be taken with propriety. ‘In addition to the evidence given by 
the doctor himself on this subject, the nurse gave an account of the manner 
in which the girl conducted herself when attended by Dr. Elliotson on those 
occasions. She said, that on approaching the bed of a certain patient, Okey 
gave a convulsive shudder, and when asked the reason, she replied, that 

Great Jackey was on the bed,’ meaning, according to her own subsequent 
explanation, that ‘Great Jackey’ was the ‘angel of death!’ She shuddered 
slightly only at the bedside of another patient, ‘because Little Jackey was 
seated there!’ These prophecies were accredited by the doctor as correct 
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indications of the fate of the patients respecting whom they were expressed. 

The effect of these proceedings, repeated in the same ward (death on one 
occasion having followed the visit of the girl), was of such a kind on the 
patients, that, to use the words of a gentleman who had witnessed them, 
the ward was io a complete flurry.’ 

“ A few days since, the council of the college, additionally instigated by 
these proceedings, requested the committee of the hospital to take steps for 
the immediate discharge of Okey, and the prevention of further mesmerism 
in the wards. Dr. Elliotson did not at first receive the former part of this 
request, but was ‘respectfully requested to discharge Okey ;’ but on the 
request respecting the further pursuit of mesmerism being communicated to 
him, he immediately sent in his resignation to the council. 

“We have stated that on Friday, Dec. the 28th, a very large number of 
the students were invited to dine with Dr. Elliotson. On Wednesday, Jan. 
2d, a meeting of the students was held in the anatomical theatre for the 
purpose of hearing read the letter of resignation, copies of which had been 
freely circulated amongst them. This meeting was got up suddenly by the 
friends of Dr. Elliotson, and, after the reading of the letter, was adjourned 
to Monday, Jan. 7th, at one o’clock. The doctor had stated in the letter 
that his reason for resigning arose out of the undue interference of the 
house committee and the council with a patient who was under his care in 
the hospital. He also requested in it that the fees which had been paid by 
students for the second half session of his lectures, should be returned to his 
pa and added, that he would never again enter either the hospital or the 
college. 

“In conversations which we have had with a great number of medical 
men, and of friends of the university, we find that the conduct of the house 
committee and the council, in this transaction, has received a very heart 
approval. We do not find that the integrity of Dr. Elliotson has been at all 
impugned ina this affair; but it is considered by many of the best informed 
members of the profession, and by the best friends of the university, that the 
doctor’s secession from the establishment will be attended with immense 
advantages both to the college and the hospital, and that his continuance in 
the two offices,—considering the opinions which he honestly holds on the 
subject of mesmerism,—would be attended with great injury to the utility 
of the hospital, and the certain, the inevitable ruin of the medical department 
of the college. It is generally thought that the councii is relieved from 
taking a harsh step with regard to the professor, by his sudden and prudent 
withdrawal from the establishment. The professors of the college, as well 
as the most considerate men in the profession, are at length convinced that 
such a humbug as mesmerism and the science of medicine, cannot exist 
co-ordinately in this country, and that of all the various species of quackery 
which were ever invented, there is not another that is either so dangerous 
or so ridiculous as that which has been impudently styled ‘Animal Mag- 
netism.’ When Dr. Elliotson became a mesmerist, he ceased to be a 
‘physician.’ The escape of the medical department of the university from 
complete ruin, may be attributed to the temperate but firm conduct of the 
house committee of the hospital, and the council of the college.” 


By the last Journals, received by the Great Western,' it appears that the 
resignation of Dr. Elliotson was immediately accepted by the council of 
the University College ; and that our distinguished friend, Dr. Copland, who 
had been appointed to complete the course, had entered on his duties, and 
was giving ample satisfaction. The appointment, however, is not perma- 
nent. We observe by the advertisements, that an election for a successor to 
Dr. Elliotson will take place about the 3lst of May, prior to which time 
candidates are required to send in their applications, &c. 


' Lancet, Jan. 26, 1839. 
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University of Maryland.—We observe, by the public prints, that the long 
pending cause between the regents of the University and the board of trustees, 
to which we adverted more than once in the first volume of the “Intelligencer,” 
has been decided in the Court of Appeals against the latter. It will be recol- 
lected that, in the year 1828, the legislature of Maryland appointed a board 
of trustees, by abrogating the former charter under which the regents acted. 
This act is now pronounced by the highest tribunal in the state to be uncon- 
stitutional, and therefore null and void. 


Louisville Medical Institute—From the catalogue recently published, 
we observe that there were, during the session just terminated, one hundred 
and twenty medical students. Of this number, fifty-four were from Kep- 
tucky, thirty-two from Tennessee, nine from Mississippi, seven from Ala- 
bama, six from Indiana, four from Illinois, two from North Carolina, two 
from Georgia, one from New York, one from Missouri, one from Massa- 
chusetts, and one from Louisiana. 


College of Physicians and Surgeons of the Western District of the Slate 
of New York.—The catalogue of this institution informs us that there were, 
during the last session, one hundred and twenty-four students. On the 23d 
of January, 1839, the regents of the University conferred the degree of 
doctor of medicine on thirty-three gentlemen. : 
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